Age-dependence of spontaneous delayed hypersensitivity to DNA, antinuclear antibody production and development of glomerulonephritis in NZB mice.
In NZB mice of different ages (2, 4, 8, 12, and 16 months) the positivity of the migration inhibition test performed with the ds-DNA in spleen explants was compared with the level of immunofluorescent antinuclear antibodies and the incidence of glomerulonephritis. The positivity of the MIT was apparent at 4 months of age, rose with ageing and decreased after 12 months of age. Production of ANA began later, mostly at 8 months of age, increased progressively with ageing, especially in female mice, and was followed by the development of glomerulonephritis which reached its peak at 16 months of age.